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C/O Bill Har tzell 
217 Salt Br ick Cour t 
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E-mail: NCRoseLady@ec.rr .com                                                                Group Page:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/WCFNCRS/  
 

Welcome!  to the Wilmington Cape Fear Rose 
Society (WCFRS) newsletter, The Coastal Rose 
with articles about growing and enjoying roses in 
the coastal North Carolina area. 
Check out our group page offering links to rose-
related sites, chats and messaging is located on 
the Internet at:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/WCFNCRS . 
President’s Message 

The Carolina District Mid-Winter meeting at 
Shell Island was a rousing success!  All our 
planning and efforts fell into place beautifully 
and we can all be proud of a job well done! 

Special thinks should go to all the people 
involved, including committee members: 

Hospitality 
Bob & Pat Moore 
Linda & Roger Farmer 
Ann & Anthony Lees 
Carol Whitehill 
Arlene Nazario  
Lorraine Carter 
Vonnie Fry 
Mike Caulder 
 
Lunch &  Dinner  
Tom Huckelberry 
Ginny Patrick 
 
 
  

Registration 
Carlos Nazario 
Lenna Easter 
Theresa Butler 
 
Auction/Raffle 
Patti & Bill Hartzell 
Sally Jernigan 
Nancy Carrier 
Denise Lee 
 
Ticket Sales 
Bob Moore 
Bill Hartzell 
 
Centerpieces/Flowers 
Theresa Butler 
Lorraine Carter 
Linda Racko 
Toshiko Urban 
Anne Goins 
Vonnie Fry 
Louise Ramsdell 
Juanna Laurain 
 
I hope to see everyone on Saturday, 
Bill Hartzell 
President 
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China Roses 

By Amy Padgett 
 
China roses are one of the most important of the 
Old Garden Roses for without them, we would 
not have the Hybrid Teas we all know and love.  
These roses were brought from China, 
appropriately enough, to Europe by travelers 
toward the end of the eighteenth century.  They 
are important because they were remontant, or 
reblooming, and this is the characteristic that 
most of the European Old Garden Roses lacked. 
 
Although the ability to rebloom was not entirely 
new, for example the Autumn Damask rose and 
Rosa moschata rebloom, most of the roses the 
Europeans knew up until this point would not 
bloom repeatedly all summer. 
 
Four varieties of the China rose originally 
arrived in England:  ‘Slater’s Crimson China’  in 
1792; ‘Parson’s Pink China’  in 1793; ‘Hume’s 
Blush China’  in 1809; and ‘Parks’  Yellow Tea-
Scented China’  in 1824.  Although these roses 
did repeatedly flower throughout the season, 
they were not especially valued at the time 
because the existing Old Garden roses were far 
more showy with deep, rich fragrances.  
However, however a number of years of 
experimentation with crossing the China roses 
with European varieties, repeat flowering 
hybrids began to appear and a revolution began. 
 
‘Slater’s Crimson China’  in particular was 
valuable because it brought with it the richer and 
purer reds we now find in modern roses.  Before 
this time, the crimsons ranged toward the purple 
and mauve side of the spectrum. 
 
For folks growing roses in North Carolina, the 
Chinas are very well suited and make excellent 
garden shrubs.   

 

Characteristics include: 
�  Light, airy growth with an excellent 

ability to repeatedly flower.  They 
generally flower from early spring (they 
are the earliest to bloom in my garden 
and often are blooming in March) until 
frost nips them in the winter. 

�  Leaves and canes are similar in 
appearance to Hybrid Teas, with new 
growth being reddish.  Like Hybrid 
Teas, they can be prone to blackspot, 
although a little blackspot will not kill 
them. 

�  Flowers generally darken as they age, 
rather than turning pale. 

�  There is a wide range in size, although 
in our area of North Carolina, most will 
develop into a nice-sized bush, 
approximately 5’  x 5’ . 

�  Liberal mulching and fertilization will 
greatly improve repeat blooming. 

�  Flowers are loose with petals like 
crumpled silk.  They tend to be either 
loosely double or singles. 

 
Some good varieties include: 
 

�  ‘Comtesse Du Cayla’ , introduced 1902 
by P. Guillot (France).  This is a 
fabulous rose - my specimen seems 
particularly resistant to disease and 
blooms all summer.  It forms a very 
delicate looking shrub about 4’  in height 
with almost single flowers in a gorgeous 
shade of coppery-pink which eventually 
ages to a salmon-pink with yellow at the 
base.  Slight Tea Rose scent.  

 
‘Comtesse Du 
Cayla’  
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�  ‘Cramoisi Supér ieur ’ , introduced in 

1832 by Coquereau (France).  Excellent 
smaller China, growing to about 3’  in 
height.  Flowers are cupped in a clear 
crimson with a nice, light fragrance. 

 
�  ‘Mutabilis’  aka ‘Tipo Ideale’  is a 

larger blush that is often described as 
looking like a cloud of variously 
colored butterflies has settled on the 
bush.  The single flowers range from 
yellow upon opening through pink until 
they finally age to red.  A bush will 
often grow up to 8’  tall with lovely, 
delicate branches and leaves. 

 
�  ‘Old Blush China’  aka ‘Parsons’  Pink 

China’  was introduced in England in 
1789.  Excellent garden shrub, often 
found in abandoned gardens and 
cemeteries.  Shrubs are open with 
robust growth and dainty flowers held 
in small clusters.  This is often the first 
rose to start blooming and the last to 
stop.  The loosely double flowers are 
pale pink in color and deepen to rich 
pink as they age.  A specimen can grow 
up to 7’  tall. 
 
‘Old Blush China’  may be the ‘Last 
Rose of Summer’  described by poet 
Thomas Moore: 
 
“ ’Tis the last rose of summer 
Left blooming alone; 
All her lovely companions 
Are faded and gone...”  

 

‘Old Blush China’  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Old Blush China’  Bush 

 
�  ‘Vir idiflora’  aka the ‘Green Rose’  

Introduced in 1855.  The Hartzells grow 
this rose and it is often a favorite of 
flower arrangers.  The petals of the 
flowers are entirely missing and the 
“ flower”  is therefore simple a mass of 
green sepals.  The growth is similar to 
‘Old Blush China’ .   

 
 

Botrytis...One Grower ’s Exper ience 

By Paul Blankenship 
It’s been an increasingly difficult problem for 
us the past few years, especially during cool, 
wet weather.  Our blooms become spotted, then 
brown and finally completely rotten.  The 
cause, of course, is Botrytis blight, or gray mold 
fungus disease.  Exactly which species is the 
causative agent in our garden is unknown but it 
is likely the most common one, Botrytis 
cinerea.  Indeed, once our rotten blooms 
become dry, spores can be seen coming off 
infected blooms if they are touched.  
Additionally, on dead leaves or stems I have 
also seen small black spots that I presumed to 
be the sclerotia described in the literature on 
Botrytis.  These structures provide a site where 
the fungus can overwinter. 
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In querying other growers I learned that sanitation 
plays a major role in preventing outbreaks of the 
disease.  Indeed, just a few old infected blooms here 
and there in the garden, perhaps hidden in the center 
of thickly growing varieties, can provide sufficient 
spores to cause a major outbreak.  In some gardens the 
disease can be managed solely by inspection and 
sanitation.  Unfortunately we are not so lucky!  Our 
garden is nestled in the center of a stand of tall pine 
trees.  Rain or heavy dew stays on the plants until mid 
morning, and, the surrounding trees interfere with 
good air circulation. 
 
Last summer I attended a presentation on fungus 
diseases given by a plant pathologist from the 
University of Georgia.  She actually mentioned 
Botrytis and stated that a chemical sold as Medallion 
was very helpful in preventing and even eradicating 
the disease on roses.  I could not thank her enough for 
providing such a revelation! 
 
Indeed Medallion seemed to work well on our roses.  I 
told everyone about it!  Oddly enough, almost every 
grower had a similar tale to tell...but with a different 
chemical cure.  If reports were to be believed, 
Daconil, Benlate, Dithane, Chipco 26019 and Banner 
Maxx all provided some measure of control for a 
period of time.  Could it be that this fungus was clever 
enough to become resistant to the materials commonly 
used to combat it?  Indeed, I had used most of these 
sprays at one time or another with limited lasting 
success.  And then, just when I felt very confident in 
Medallion it also seemed to become less effective.  I 
decided to alternate applications of the two chemicals 
I had on hand, Medallion and Chipco 26019 to test my 
theory.  This year I misted these two products over the 
tops of the plants, from two sides, usually mixed with 
Orthene, at least once a week.  I was astounded by the 
very positive results.  No, I did not gain perfect 
control of Botrytis, but it was no longer a significant 
problem in our garden.  I discussed my findings with 
Robin Ross of Eden Bioscience during the Carolina 
District Show this fall.  She explained that a 
 

 

Rotation of chemicals with different modes of action 
was the key to good control of fungus diseases in 
general, including Botrytis.  Will this clever fungus 
disease find a way to break through my new spray 
program?  Since the materials I am using have two 
entirely different modes of action it is unlikely.  If, 
however, resistance is observed I will attempt to find 
another product with a different mode of action and 
immediately add it to the spray rotation! 
 
If you are plagued with this troublesome fungus, 
continuous inspection, careful sanitation and a rotation 
of fungicides may work for you, too! 
 
Reprinted from “ Mini/Mini-Flora Rose Bulletin”  
Volume 20, Issue 4, Winter 2005, from the American 
Rose Society 
 
 
 

Rose Gallery 
 
 

Left, ‘Cramoisi Supérieur’  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Above, ‘Martha Gonzales’  a Hybrid China, found 
 
 
Left, ‘Mutabilis’  
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Purchasing Roses 
We are moving our list of rose vendor Internet links to 
our yahoogroups web site at:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/WCFNCRS/links to 
save us some room in our newsletter.  I’ ll be gradually 
building the list and if there are any rose vendors or 
other rose supply vendors you wish to add, please 
send the information to Amy Padgett at 
amy@amypadgett.com.  Thank you! 
 
Note:  As I add the vendors, they will be dropped 
from this list and added to the links section of our web 
site. 
 
US Vendors 
Almost Heaven Roses - www.almostheavenroses.com  
Arena Rose Company - Paso Robles, CA  
Armstrong Garden Centers - Glendora, CA  
Bay Laurel Nursery - Atascadero, CA  
Bracken Garden Center - Redding, CA  
The Cabbage Rose - Clermont, FL  
Carlton Roses - Carlton, OR  
Countryside Roses - Hattiesburg, MS  
Edmunds Roses - Wilsonville, OR  
Garden Valley Roses - Petaluma, CA  
Fork and Spade  - formerly Grow Spot .com- 
Modesto.  Ca  
Heirloom Roses - St.  Paul, OR  
High Country Roses - Jensen, UT  
J&P Greenhouse Roses  
K& M Nursery - Buckatunna, Ms.39322  

Ph - 601-648-2908  
Landscape USA - Salem, OR  
Liggett©s Rose Nursery - San Jose, CA  
Limberlost Nursery - Van Nuys, CA  
Linda©s Antique Roses - San Marcos, TX  
Mary©s Plant Farm - Hamilton, OH  
Melrose Plantation - Lancaster, VA  
Michael©s Premier Roses - Sacramento, CA  
Mission Hills Nursery - San Diego, CA  
Montgomery Rose Company - Hadley, MA  
Muncy©s Florida Rose Emporium - Sarasota, FL  
Nelson©s Florida Roses - Apopka, FL  
Nor©East Miniature Roses - Rowley, MA  
Northland Rosarium - Spokane, WA  
Old Sheep Meadows Nursery - Alfred, ME  
Orion Farm - Waverly, MN  
Otto & Sons Nursery - Fillmore, CA 

Peaceful Habitations Rose Gardens - Boerne, TX  
Petaluma Rose Company - Petaluma, CA  
Ralph Moore©s Sequoia Nursery - Visalia, CA  
Regan Nursery - Fremont, CA  
Rose Fire, Ltd. - Edon, OH  
Rose Hill Garden - Ethel, LA  
Rose King Gardens -West Palm Beach, Fl   
Roseraie at Bayfields - Waldoboro, ME  
Roses of Yesterday and Today - Watsonville, CA  
S&W Greenhouse - White House, TN  
Sam Kedem Roses - Hastings, MN  
Spring Valley Roses - Spring Valley, WI  
Teas Nursery - Houston, TX  
Tiny Petals Nursery - Chula Vista, CA  
Vintage Gardens - Sebastopol, CA  
Weeks Roses - Upland, CA  
White Rabbit Roses - Elk, CA  
Windswept Gardens - Bangor, ME  
 
 
Rosey Events: 2006 Schedule 
Wilmington Cape Fear Rose Society Meeting 
Schedule.  All meetings run from 10AM-12 (noon) 
unless otherwise noted. 
 
February 18 
March 4 
April 15             (Oh, no!  Tax Day!) 
May 20 
June 15 
August 19 
September 16 
October 14 
November 18 
December 16 
 
Dates are subject to change due to events such as Rose Garden 
tours.  Meetings will be in the auditorium at the Arboretum 
unless specified. 
 

Officers:  Please plan to meet before the regular 
meetings, at 9:30AM. 
 
All checks for membership in the society should be made out to 
the “Wilmington Cape Fear  Rose Society” . 

 



Wilmington Cape Fear NC Newsletter Volume 4/Issue 02  Page 7 

Other 2006 Rose Events - Carolina Distr ict 

TBA 
Distr ict Meetings 
2006 - Wilmington, Nor th Carolina 
2007 - Greater  Greenville &  Distr ict Rose Show 
2008 - Char leston Low Country 
 
 
Disclaimer : While the information and recommendations in this newsletter are 
believed to be correct, neither the authors, editors, nor the Wilmington Cape Fear 
Rose Society (WCFRS) can accept responsibility for errors or omissions that may 
be made.  The WCFRS makes no warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to 
the material contained herein. 
 

Thanks to Our Members 
Thanks to all the members of WCFRS who have made 
this society so successful.  Please make sure Bill or 
Carlos have your emails or current address so that we 
can get in touch with you about the upcoming 2006 
meetings!  
 
Amer ican Rose Magazine 
Anyone interested in joining the American Rose Society 
(includes the American Rose magazine subscription) should mail 
our treasurer, Carlos Nazario, their subscription request and a 
check made out to "Wilmington Cape Fear Rose Society" so that 
Wilmington Cape Fear Rose society will receive $5.00.  If the 
subscription is sent directly to ARS, we will not receive the 
donation from American Rose Society. 

 

 


